Gallipoli
traditions

January
«La Focareddha» is
a large bonfire around
which citizens gather
to celebrate the
beginning of the
Gallipoli Carnival.

February
Gallipoli Carnival is celebrated
and everyone is dressed in
masks. The show opens with a
procession in which masked
groups and floats parade.
On the occasion of Carnival,
typical dishes such as
‘Chiacchere' and 'castagnole'
are prepared.

March
Father's Day and St.
Joseph are celebrated on
March 19th, when you
have lunch with pasta and
chickpeas and with
traditional «Zeppole »

April
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Holy Easter is celebrated.
Holy week in Gallipoli is an event full of
traditional events, concentrated on Thursday,
Friday and Holy Saturday, as well as on Easter
Sunday AND Monday.
Thursday is dedicated to the visit of the
tombs; in the evening, the brotherhoods go
in procession to the churches that will house
the dead Christ.
For the Good Friday ceremony, the whole
night, and even the following day, is
dedicated to the procession that recalls the
passion of Christ, called by the locals "Urnia".
During Holy Week you do not eat meat.
On Holy Sunday, in the South, there is the
shooting of the famous "Caremma".
Typical dishes of the Easter period are: the
”pupa” with the egg, stew, lamb made of
real pasta (almond flour and sugar) and the
"capuzza".

May
The traditional Mother's Day
is celebrated, on the
occasion of which, the
children present to their
mother, the work they have
done.

June
On June 13th there is the
traditional procession of
St. Anthony.
On June 21st there is the
procession in honor of St.
Louis.

July
On July 2nd, the «Madonna del Canneto» is celebrated; the
statue of the Virgin is immersed in the waters near the
sanctuary, in order to bless the sea that surrounds us, and then
re-emerge spectacularly by divers, to the applause of the moving
and festive audience. This is followed by a beautiful procession
on the water, leading the statue of the Virgin to the Church of
the Canneto.
On July 15-16, the «Madonna del Carmine» is celebrated, during
which, stands are set up that allow tourists to taste typical
Gallipoli dishes.
From 23rd to 26th July, the patron saint's feast of St. Cristina is
celebrated. The procession of various boats is very impressive
and is accompanied by lights and fireworks. The illuminations on
the streets of Gallipoli are also impressive, on the sides of which
you can admire the many stalls, which allow the tasting of typical
dishes, such as the "cupeta" and the "scapece".

August
On August 15th we celebrate
« Madonna dell’Assunta», and on
this occasion, there is the
procession, in the streets of the old
city, and a wonderful firework
display.
In August there are also several
festivals, such as the 'Fried Fish
Festival', the 'Swordfish Festival' and
the 'Sagra te la pittula and the 'Sagra
te lu purpu', during which you can
taste typical Gallipoli dishes such as
the octopus with potatoes cooked in
the "Pignata salentina" , that is, a
clay container in which food is
cooked.

September
• On the 25th,26th and
27th of September the
feast of the “Santi
Medici" (Holy Doctors)
is celebrated, on the
occasion of which,
there is the procession
through the streets of
the old town, set up
with beautiful
luminaries and stands.

October
This month we celebrate St.
Francis of Assisi and
«Madonna del Rosario»
(Our Lady of the Rosary) ,
with the traditional
procession.
On 15th October, Santa
Teresa is celebrated, during
which there are the
musicians of the pastoral
care on the streets of
Gallipoli, while at lunch we
taste the typical "pittule"

November
All Saints is celebrated on November 1st.
On November 2nd, all the dead are remembered.
On the occasion of these celebrations, Gallipoli citizens
go to the cemetery to pay their respects to their loved
ones.

December
On 8th of December, the «Madonna
Immacolata» is celebrated, with the
traditional procession. On this
occasion, Gallipoli citizen have lunch
with the "puccia" topping with tuna,
anchovies and capers.
In Christmas period, traditional
dishes such as "scajozzi",
"purciaddhuzzi", «taralli» and
«mussels» are typical.
A typical Gallipoli tradition is the
shooting of the «Pupi» in papier-mache,
on New Year's Eve, followed by a splendid
firework display.

